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Washington DC

MESSAGES FROM THE WHITE HOUSE. The President routinely sends messages to the House
of Representatives and the Senate. These messages. when received by the full House
are customarily read aloud to the assembled Members on the floor of the House by an
official clerk standing near the Speaker's podium. The start of every business day
in the House is often accompanied by a Presidential "message."
When budgets are presented by the President. the messages that go along with
the statistics can be very lengthy. Near the start of every calendar year the
President issues a bUdget and a detailed Economic Report which follows the budget
by a matter of hours:
When the Congress convenes a new session at the start of the year. the President gives us a State of the Union message delivered orally to a joint session of
the House and Senate. and in his speech he often tries to explain the budget package
be -Msncentlysublllitted.

The big sleeper in this yearly procession of messages is the President's Economi
Report Which is transmitted to Congress around budget submittal time--and this Economic Report contains the yearly summation of activities by the President's Council of
Economic Advisors. Why is this Economic Report a sleeper? Because not too man folk
ever read it cover to cover: It's 356 pages long this year--and added to the over
1.000 pages of budget material. that's a heap of reading.
But the President's Economic Report is something like a textbook--it has very
few facts or figures. and devotes itself to a rationalization of the Administration's
economic plans.
That's why it is so important.
fications for doing what he is doing.

In this Report. one finds the President's justiDuring the spring and summer when the Congress

is dispoting th. President's budget. whenever disagreement arist5. the President's
men will simply point to the Economic Report as the source of any great economic
idea. And that's whY I. for one. read it thoroughlv every year.

In many ways. it

is more important than the budget figures themselves.
#

*

#

*

#

*

,

' - - - - - - U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515-----,.,;

KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ .

THE FUTURE FOR OUR WILDlIFE REFUGES.

The President's proposed fiscal year 1986

budget makes a little side-swipe at funds for national wildlife refuges, but
no serious damage seems in the offing.
The proposed budget either eliminates or reduces funds for the purchase
of additional refuge

1a~d,

but holds the line on critical money needed for year

to year refuge maintenance and operational activities.
Last fiscal year, the Rio Grande Valley benefitted from about $7 million
dollars from the Interior Department's Fish and Wildlife Service to purchase
several tracts of land that will ultimately be incorporated into the Rio Grande
Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
But this year, no more acquisition funds will be available for general
purpose wildlife refuges.

Also, no aCquisition funds will be available for

purchase of additional land for the nesting of endangered species.
But--$3.4 million (up slightly from last year's $3.1 million) will be
available for state-wide refuge operations and maintenance.
So we are not in any kind of trouble as far as maintaining the current
refuge system--and that includes the Whooping Crane area in the Aransas
National Wildlife Refuge.
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FARMERS HOME TO RECEIVE HELP FROM ASCS.
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#

#

Due to the overwhelming number of

farmer loan applications being received by USDA's Farmers Home Administration.
some help was offered by the USDA's Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service.
The ASCS Administrator has announced that any County FmHA office which needs
help in processing farmer loan papers may request such help through the State
ASCS office in College Station.

ASCS County office employees will be available

on a limited basis to assist in the paper work crunch.
The ASCS Administrator's office in Washington tells me that since many County
ASCS and FmHA offices are close to one another, the employee borrowings will be
easy to accomplish.

This is only a temporary shot in the arm--but a good example

of one USDA agency helping another department agency through tough times.
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VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS.
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Hon Gilberto Dominguez. Mayor of Mercedes; and

Mr Alfredo De Avila of Alamo. Hon Cesar Gonzalez, Mayor of San Benito; San Benito
City· Commissioner Hon Gilbert Garcia; and Bob Hensz of Harlingen. Joe Martinez
of San Ben ito.
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